Exploring History through Film


Department: History
Exam Board: none (this is an enrichment course)

Duration: 1 year 

Why take this course?  Who is it for?

This course is designed for people who love History and want to find out the bits of History that we don’t cover in examination subjects. This course will develop your knowledge and understanding of specific aspects of History from the Middle Ages to the 20th century. Take this course if you want to know about History without the pressure of examinations and if you want to discuss what you have learned and have real debates about the portrayal of History in the media. This is History just for History’s sake!

What does this course involve?

In this course you will watch a variety of Historical films. You will be expected to write about and discuss the way that these films portray History and how accurate and useful you think this is. Find out about the lives of Historical people and events. You will compare the different ways in which films have portrayed the same event or people, get to talk about History with people who love the subject as much as you do and have real debate about History.

What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

This course will develop your wider Historical knowledge which can only be good for your general knowledge but also fill in the bigger picture that GCSE and A level History can’t cover.  You can progress onto GCSE History, A level and then on to degree if you wish.

What are the special features?

The chance to enjoy History for its own sake. The chance to learn without the pressure of examinations.

What possible careers follow on from this course?

There are few paid jobs for historians, but training in uncovering the past can be useful in other areas of work, such as Law or the Civil Service. Some careers need a degree; others can be entered with lower-level qualifications.  Possible careers include:  Historian, Archaeology, Antique Dealer, Restorer, Researcher or Teacher.  More information can be found at: www.history.org.uk.  
What skills will you develop?

You will develop your research and analysis skills, your ability to critique a film and have a really meaningful discussion about the issues each of the film raises. 

How you will be assessed?

You won’t!
Who do I see for further information?

Miss Dance, Head of History, N1

Information and Guidance
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