English Literature

Department: English
Exam Board: Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC)
Duration: 1 Year
What is it worth?  1 GCSE
Why take this course?  Who is it for?

English Literature GCSE is for anyone who has an interest in the written word. The course is focused on sharing and enjoying literature in a variety of forms and from a variety of writers. Traditionally, many students will go on to study English Literature at AS/A2 Level. This course will allow you to analyse, poetry, prose and drama. You will be encouraged to offer your own opinions and interpretations and discuss these with others within the group. This course is open to students who gain a C or above in GCSE English Language.

What does this course involve?

There is a large emphasis on reading, understanding and analysing a wide range of texts. Throughout the course you will study: poetry written before and after 1914; drama written before and after 1914 and novels/short stories written before and after 1914. The coursework folder is made up of 4 written pieces (2 of which are produced during the English Language course). There is also an external exam, consisting of 3 sections: Section A, questions based on a novel you have studied  in class;  Section B, questions based on a play you have studied in class; Section C, a question on an unseen poem.

What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

You can progress on to an AS/A2 English Literature course and because of the academic nature of this course; it is ideal preparation for any further post-16 study.  There are a number of degree level courses in English Literature.  You can either do it as a single subject or combined with another subjects, such as, American or Russian Studies, Psychology or Health Studies.

What are the special features?

An opportunity to enjoy reading and be able to read around the texts studied within the classroom. The course allows a more independent approach to interpreting texts and encourages independence, in terms of opinions and ideas.

What possible careers follow on from this course?

This course can lead to a variety of career opportunities:

· Report writing - legal executive, court reporter, editor.

· Creative writing - journalist, author, copywriter, television & film work, teacher.

· Interpretative - advice workers, barrister, solicitor, historian, market researcher, designer, translator and interpreter.

What students say:

“It’s great to be able to read the plays and stories that we like. I also enjoy being able to have my own opinions on the writers and their work.”

What skills will you develop?

An ability to communicate ideas both verbally and in writing. 

How you will be assessed?

Your coursework will be assessed throughout the course and a sample will be sent to an external moderator. There is one exam in May.

Who do I see for further information?

Mr Westmoreland (Faculty Leader for English Media and Languages); Miss Bailey (2nd in English)
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