Environment and Land Based Studies

Department: Science

Exam Board: OCR
Duration: 1 Year

What is it worth?  1 GCSE
Why take this course?  Who is it for?

This course complements OCR Science and Double Award Science. This course aims to equip candidates with the technical knowledge, skills and understanding needed for further study and eventual employment in the Land and Environment sector.
What does this course involve?

In this course you will study a hands-on science, you will follow 3 units: Animal Care, Amenity Horticulture and Management of the Natural Environment. Each unit provides a range of practically-based activities which will enable you to build a portfolio of your achievements. These include working in the academy allotment and caring for the academy Hamster.
What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

Candidates achieving Level 2 awards in Science and in Environmental and Land-based Science will be well prepared for further study in GCE Applied Science at Level 3, or for progress to vocational qualifications in the Land and Environment sector. 

There are occasional job opportunities for technicians and support staff who have GCSEs/A levels.

What are the special features?

Wholly e-assessed qualification. Unit examinations are delivered electronically and taken

on screen.
What possible careers follow on from this course?

There are many different careers that you can go into, for example, Conservation Officer, Pollution Officer, Environmental Health Officer, Gardener, Garden Centres, Garden Nurseries, Floristry, Park and Grounds Management, Veterinary Assistants, and Pet Shop Assistant.
What skills will you develop?

You will develop a range of skills whilst studying on this course; some essential for all pathways e.g. literacy and numeracy, communication skills, and some specific skills linked directly to Land Based studies e.g. methods employed for the cultivation of plants for gardens, parks and garden nurseries.
How you will be assessed?

50% written exam 50% project work. 

Who do I see for further information?

Mrs A Bate or your science teacher
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