Expressive Arts GCSE

Department: Expressive Arts
Exam Board: Edexcel
Duration: 1 Year

What is it worth?  1 GCSE
Why take this course?  Who is it for?

Anyone who enjoys acting, dancing, playing an instrument and/or singing, writing scripts or making costumes. You are already able to perform something or want to learn performance skills. 

What does this course involve?

In this course you will study dance, drama and music works, styles and learn basic skills in all 3 areas and develop further in your two favourites (or all three if you are very talented!). Try new things working on your own or in groups. Evaluate your own and others performances, and the processes used to make them.

What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

You may want to progress on to an AS/A level in dance, music, music technology, performing arts or performance studies. There are also BTEC and other qualifications in performing arts, which are offered by further education colleges. These courses provide a general introduction to the performing arts.  After a Level 3 course you can either progress onto university or specialist college to do a HND, Foundation degree or degree course.  
What are the special features?

Practical environment, flexible around students needs and interests.

What possible careers follow on from this course?

There are lots of opportunities within the Arts, such as, performing (Dancer, Actor, Singer, Musician), or behind the scenes (Writer, Director, Composer, Editor, Choreographer, Marketing or Advertising Executive) or into a career helping people (Teacher, Music or Drama Therapist).
What students say:
 “It’s fun! It’s not just sitting down and writing, it’s more what you like doing”.

“It’s good at building your confidence”.

“It really opens your options if you like music, dance or drama”.

What skills will you develop?

You will develop any dance/drama/music skills you already have, and learn new ones from scratch. This course is great for developing teamwork and communication skills and building confidence. The written element helps develop analysis skills and evaluation skills.

How you will be assessed?

By your teacher. Most of the marks are for practical work, including how you developed your ideas as well as the finished performances

3 Teacher assessed units during the course (moderated by exam board). No ‘final exam’.

Who do I see for further information?

Mrs Rushforth

Information and Guidance
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