GCE Geography (AS)

Department: Geography
Exam Board: AQA
Duration: 1 Year
What is it worth? AS Level
Why take this course?  Who is it for?

Your GCE Geography course gives you a strong foundation for understanding the two main themes of the subject: human geography and physical geography. Between them, they’re what makes our planet tick.  Human geography deals with how people and the environment interact and the way we both exist. It also looks at how people and groups move and live in the world around us. For example, you’ll learn about stuff you see in the papers and on the news everyday, including issues of sustainability. Physical geography on the other hand, is all about the scientific aspects of our world, with an emphasis on how we can manage them.
What does this course involve?

In the classroom during the first year (AS) you’ll get a solid grounding in Geography. Human and physical geography are studied with two compulsory subjects - such as flood management and population change - along with optional subjects which are of particular interest to you. Those optional subjects include food, energy or health issues. There will also be geographic investigative work and fieldwork.  In the second year you’ll step up to topics like tectonics, climate change, world cities and the development of societies. There’ll be more fieldwork too, with the freedom to choose your own area of research or to use ready-made study.
What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

By choosing Geography you will be choosing a subject that will provide you with many of the skills that will help you later in life no matter what you decide to do whether it is to go onto university or to enter employment.  You may want to consider choosing maths, science or art to compliment this subject.  There are over 1,500 degree courses in Geography, which can be studied as either a single subject  or combined with a range of contrasting and complementary subjects, such as, Geography with Animal Studies, Geography and Sport & Exercise Science.
What are the special features?

The end result of studying human and physical geography is that you’ll have a better understanding of how mankind and the Earth work together. And it’s not all theory either. You’ll get the opportunity to visit places of geographic interest and roll up your sleeves with some fieldwork.
What possible careers follow on from this course?

If you specialise in geography at higher education (or use your Geography A Level as a stepping stone to study geology at university) you could find yourself doing things like charting oil wells or exploring rock formations throughout the world. And because geography is about the interaction between people and our planet, this fascinating subject is valid for a number of different career paths, such as: environmental and ecological work, architecture, landscape architecture, planning, meteorology, cartography (map making), oceanography, surveying, library/information work, marketing & logistics, transport & distribution, teaching and travel & tourism.  More information can be found on: www.rgs.org. 

What skills will you develop?
Geography helps students develop a number of skills:

• Undertaking research and analysis

• Teamwork on practical projects

• Investigating global issues

• An ability to interpret natural phenomena

How you will be assessed?

Each year you’ll have two written papers to complete. In the first year, the paper on your classroom work gives 70% of your marks for AS, and the fieldwork paper gives 30% of your marks. 
Who do I see for further information?

Mrs Phillips (or any geography teacher)
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