Work Skills and Work Experience

Department: Vocational Education
Exam Board: Edexcel
Duration: 1 Year
What is it worth? 2 GCSEs
Why take this course?  Who is it for?

This course is for students who have a general but unsure idea of what careers they may wish to pursue but would like to gain a taste of what it is like in those industries prior to committing themselves. This is for students capable of achieving level 2.
What does this course involve?

You will attend the academy for 4 days a week and work with ENGAGE training in Doncaster town centre for one day per week. On the academy based course, you will undertake an online qualification in Work Skills, plus other short courses about health and safety, CV and application writing and interview techniques. As part of the ENGAGE training aspect you will have the opportunity to undertake a one day per week work placement in up to 3 different sectors of industry ranging from legal, customer service, retail, hair and beauty, car mechanisation sectors. There may be more on offer depending upon the student’s interest and employer availability.

What possible progression routes are available after taking this course?

You may be able to progress onto an apprenticeship, dependent upon your performance, attitude and the availability of places. You can pursue Sixth Form courses that will enable you to study career specific courses at higher education level, or you may wish to enter into employment with a range of work experience under your belt.  Having undertaken work experience courses as part of your GCSEs, you have something more to offer in terms of enrichment experience when applying for university or college.

What are the special features?

Online assessment and one day per week work experience in up-to 3 different areas of industry.

What possible careers follow on from this course?

Any careers relative to the sectors of industry that have been tasted, or indeed any career that involves customer service skills.
What skills will you develop?
The ability to:

· Communicate effectively with colleagues, superiors and most important customers.

· Manage your time relative to an often fast paced working environment.

· Co-operate with colleagues in a mature and professional working manner.

· Work well under pressure.

· Understand what employers wish to see on a good CV and application letter.

· Communicate well at interview

· Know what basic health and safety requirements are affecting employers and customers.
How you will be assessed?

You will be assessed online through the Edexcel Work Skills course, worth one GCSE and you may be able to obtain a level 2 employability qualification equivalent to one GCSE whilst working with Engage training.  
Who do I see for further information?

Mr Murray, Associate Assistant Principal, N2

Information and Guidance
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